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1.0 INTRODUCTION  

1.1 This report provides an addendum to the Assessment of Natural Character, Landscape and Visual 

Effects1 (LVA) completed by Isthmus Group Limited (IGL) for proposed coastal resilience works and 

a new shared pathway along Titahi Bay Road, and coastal resilience works at the beach adjacent to 

Wi Neera Reserve, in Porirua.  

1.2 The addendum report is required due to a change to the proposal since the LVA was completed.  

The change is due to a land ownership matter which has come to light through cultural impact 

reporting for the project, and which will need to be resolved through the Māori Land Court. To 

enable the needed coastal resilience works to progress, the shared pathway (and associated 

design components) has been removed from the consent application.2  

1.3 This addendum report provides an evaluation of the impacts of removal of the pathway 

component from the project, on the effects ratings provided in the LVA. This addendum report 

should be read alongside the IGL LVA (dated 25 July 2022).   

2.0 METHODOLOGY – COMMENTS  

2.1 The LVA for the project as previously defined (the pathway and coastal resilience works) 

employed an assessment methodology whereby effects on natural landscape and natural 

features were considered under the heading of “Natural Character”, and urban components of 

the proposal (the shared pathway and associated roading and road-edge design) were considered 

under the heading of “Urban Landscape”.  

2.2 The methodology was used to avoid a “double-up” in assessing effects, as all natural landscape 

features (for example, existing vegetation), contribute to both landscape and natural character. 

(Refer to “Assessment Approach” in the earlier LVA, for further explanation on the methodology). 

2.3 The methodology has enabled the effects of removal of the main urban component of the project 

(the shared pathway) to be considered fairly simply through this addendum statement, rather 

than requiring substantive changes to the body of the LVA.  

 

1 Wi Neera to Onepoto Shared Pathway & Coastal Resilience Project, Porirua; Assessment of Natural Character, Landscape 
and Visual Effects, Isthmus Group Ltd. (IGL), 25 July 2022. 
2 It is the intention of the applicant, Porirua City Council, to make a separate, later consent application for the shared 
pathway, once the land ownership matter has been resolved. 
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2.4 Commentary in this addendum report on natural character effects resulting from the staged 

approach to the project, is focused on the perceptual aspects of natural character. As the shared 

pathway will not be in place, there will be a different experience of the coastal edge works that 

will influence perceptions of natural character. Comment from the project’s ecology team on the 

effects of the removal of the shared pathway have not been viewed by IGL.3   

2.5 Similarly, cultural impact reporting related to the revised proposal has not been viewed by IGL.   

2.6 The effects ratings in this addendum report are commensurate with the level of detail provided in 

the project’s consent drawings.4   

3.0 PROPOSAL (REVISED) 

3.1 In IGL’s understanding, the proposal (and consent application) will include: 

• the rock cheniers on the CMA (inter-tidal parts); 

• the rock armouring to the bank below Titahi Bay Road;  

• the new gravel and cobble beach and access improvements between the beach and Wi 

Neera Reserve, adjacent to Wi Neera Drive;  

• all proposed salt marsh and terrestrial planting on the bank below Titahi Bay Road, and at 

the edge of the beach adjacent to Wi Neera Reserve.   

3.2 Components removed from the consent application will be: 

• The proposed shared pathway and associated design components (narrowed traffic lanes 

on Titahi Bay Road; median refuges in Titahi Bay Road; re-aligned bus stop; removed 

lighting poles from the coastal edge);  

• Road-side stormwater treatment planting and amenity planting (previously proposed to 

either side of the shared pathway).      

 

3 Natural character includes both natural science and perceptual aspects. Refer to the full IGL LVA for a definition of 
natural character. 
4 No updated consent drawings have been provided by the applicant, for use in this revised evaluation. This addendum 
report is based on written advice provided to IGL by Porirua City Council on the intended changes to the consent 
application.  
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4.0 BASELINE ASSESSMENT 

4.1 The changes to the proposal do not alter the baseline assessment provided in the LVA. 

5.0 EFFECTS RATINGS (REVISED) 

Natural Character 

5.1 Removal of the shared pathway and associated design components (as outlined above) along Titahi 

Bay Road will result in a lower positive natural character effect in this area – primarily for 

sensory/perceptual reasons. This is because the opportunities to get close to, view, and experience 

the natural character improvements along Titahi Bay Road will be greatly reduced.5 Views of the 

new naturalised salt marsh beds, and improved road/harbour-bank edge below Titahi Bay Road, 

will primarily be from a distance; or transitory, in views from vehicles on Titahi Bay Road. (It is 

assumed that experience of coastal edge works by cyclists and pedestrians will be as per the 

existing environment. That is - cyclists will view the area while travelling along the carriageway or 

narrow shoulder, and informal pedestrian access, (likely to be used only by those more 

adventurous pedestrians), will be possible along the (existing) narrow grass track to the edge of the 

road).  

5.2 There will be no change to natural character effects ratings provided in the LVA, in relation to the 

beach adjacent to Wi Neera Reserve. 

5.3 The effect on natural character overall from the revised proposal is assessed as Low positive6 

(reduced from a Low- Moderate positive), as there will be reduced experience and perception of 

the naturalised edge due to the shared path not being constructed. 

Urban Landscape 

5.4 Removal of the shared pathway will not impact the broad-scale improvement provided by the 

project to the resilience of Titahi Bay Road, as a key movement corridor for vehicles.7  

5.5 While the coastal resilience works will not improve the urban landscape outcomes for 

walkers/recreational cyclists and the local community in terms of connections to the harbour and 

 

5 This includes a reduction in the ability to move easily along the coastal edge through different parts of the site, and gain a 
dynamic, immersive experience of the coastal edge and its natural character, including a sequenced range of views.   
6 As with the LVA for the earlier proposal, all effects ratings recognise that the consent drawings are provided at a “high-
level”, and with further work to occur in the detailed design stage.   
7 Resilience is a matter relevant to the efficient functioning of urban systems - to provide/maintain connectivity between 
communities (and therefore relevant to the assessment of urban landscape effects at a broad scale).  



 

220927 4218 310 Wi Neera to Onepoto Coastal Resilience Project: LVA Addendum  6 

beach, (along or across Titahi Bay Road), the revised proposal will still provide an improved edge to 

the urban context. The road/harbour edge is in poor condition, and the bank improvements will lift 

the quality of this edge. The revised rating for finer-grain urban landscape effects along Titahi Bay 

Road is assessed as Low positive (reduced from Moderate-High positive). The proposal will provide 

an improved edge to the urban context, but with no access or connection improvements for 

pedestrians and cyclists, and with vehicles retaining priority.   

5.6 The revised proposal will not impact the ratings provided in the LVA for urban landscape effects at 

the beach adjacent to Wi Neera Reserve (being Low-Moderate positive, in that area). 

5.7 Overall, urban landscape effects of the revised proposal are assessed as Moderate positive at the 

broad scale (improved urban landscape due to enhanced resilience, but only applying to vehicular 

connections); and Moderate-Low positive at the finer grain scale (from the improved edge to the 

urban context overall, and access improvements at the beach adjacent to Wi Neera Reserve).  

Visual amenity  

5.8 The opportunities for walkers and recreational cyclists to view the natural character improvements 

along Titahi Bay Road, (planting on the bank and in inter-tidal areas), will be greatly reduced with 

the revised proposal.8 However, in views from the road edge (acknowledging that the community  

does use this area already – for example, to watch waka ama and other on-water events), there 

will still be substantial improvements to visual amenity, in viewing the coastal edge and harbour 

bank below the road.   

5.9 The range of ratings provided for effects on visual amenity in the LVA (from Very Low positive to 

High positive), is still considered appropriate, for the revised proposal.9 There will still be a range 

of effects in views, with a High positive in some viewpoints – arising from close views of large 

amounts new planting (in inter-tidal areas and on the harbour/road-bank), seen together with 

other improvements to the quality of the harbour-bank edge (rock-work for stabilisation of 

erosion-prone areas, and removal of poor quality planting (weeds and exotic grasses)).10   

 

 

8 Visual amenity in this area derives to a large degree from views of natural landscape and natural or naturalised features. 
9 While views of the new shared pathway (if included) would provide further visual amenity improvements at the edge of 
Titahi Bay Road, (in views from the road and shared pathway), the contribution (as shown in the consent drawings) would 
be fairly low, and so the removal of the pathway is not considered to impact the earlier LVA ratings sufficiently to warrant 
lowering the ratings (for viewpoints along the road edge). 
10 The assessment of visual effects considers effects on viewpoints, that is, on views from static locations/standing points. 
This differs from assessment of effects on the perceptions of natural character, which considers a broader experience – 
such as the ability to move through the site and gain a range of views in sequence, as a dynamic, immersive experience of 
the coastal edge and its natural character.    
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6.0 SUMMARY OF EFFECTS RATINGS (REVISED)11  

6.1 The following provides a summary of effects ratings for the revised proposal (with earlier ratings 

from the LVA included, for ease of comparison): 
 

Area LVA Effect Assessed (Coastal 
resilience works + shared 
pathway) 

Revised Effect (Coastal 
resilience works) 

Natural Character  
Adjacent to Titahi 
Bay Road 

Low-Moderate positive 
 

Low positive 

Urban beach at Wi 
Neera Reserve 

Low positive 
 

Low positive 

Overall  Low-Moderate positive Low positive 
Landscape (Urban)  
Adjacent to Titahi 
Bay Road  

High positive (broad scale) 
Moderate-High positive (finer scale) 

Moderate positive (broad 
scale) 
Moderate-Low positive 
(finer scale) 

Urban beach at Wi 
Neera Reserve 

Low-Moderate positive 
 

Low-Moderate positive 

Overall (Urban) High positive (broad scale) 
Moderate-High positive (finer scale)  

Moderate positive 
(broadscale) 
Moderate-Low positive 
(finer scale) 

Visual Amenity  
Adjacent to Titahi 
Bay Road 

A range from Low (distant) to High, 
with a positive effect in all views. 

A range from Low (distant) 
to High, with a positive 
effect in all views. 

Urban beach at Wi 
Neera Reserve  

A range from Very Low (distant) to 
Moderate, with a positive effect in all 
views. 

A range from Very Low 
(distant) to Moderate, with 
a positive effect in all 
views. 

Overall A range from Very Low (distant) to 
High, with a positive effect in all 
views. 

A range from Very Low 
(distant) to High, with a 
positive effect in all 
views. 

7.0 CONCLUSIONS (REVISED) 

3.3 The revised project, (changes as advised by Porirua City Council), will have positive overall effects 

for natural character, urban landscape and visual amenity values, providing improvements to the 

existing natural and urban environment.  

 

11 As with the LVA for the earlier proposal, all effects ratings recognise that the consent drawings are provided at a “high-
level”, and with further work to occur in the detailed design stage.   
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3.4 There will be opportunities for further, future improvements - if a shared path is included as 

intended. The consent proposal will provide the coastal resilience needed for a future shared 

pathway along Titahi Bay Road, and has been designed to allow for that inclusion. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Isthmus  
27 September 2022 
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