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LEADERSHIP ON THE COAST

As ayoung schoolboy | biked out to the west coast
one Sunday morning from my home in Newtor; Gully
and found myself on a wild west coast beach. The
experience changed my life. Here | was a kid, growing
up inthe heart of Atckland city, and oniy hearing

staries of the Waltakere Ranges and the coast beyond.

I wanted to see for myself what was there

The local surf club was celebrating 21 vears of
[fesaving under the pdhutukawa and | think theyv took
pity on an exhausted schoelbov. The invitation tojoin
the cllb and ta be part of this amazing group of voung
men, obviously enjoying themselves and somehow

being part of a wild landscape, appealed to me greatly.

Solaccepted their offer not quite knowing what | was
getting into.

Let me tell you what | was letting mvself in for. It

was z lifetime of commitment to that landscape. |
amunashamedly in love with the west coast in all

\ts moods, its dangers and its beauty. | have been a
lifeguard since that moment, close on 58 years, which
is a long time to patrol between the flags. The coast
has been my spiritual inspiration, the glue of my life.

'realised that many had come before to appreciate its
‘beauty: painters, poets, writers and those escaping
society and sometimes the law Many had seen
through new eyes the beauty of the west coast and
had realised that this landscape was precious and
needed to be nurtured and cared for.

When my turn came to step in to protect the coast,
the job | chose was Mayor of Waitakere City. [t seemed
tome that to be an advocate and to show leadership
was my only opticn. The creation of the eco city was
justification for an enormaous sea change in the west.

For 18 years | felt I carried the mantle of those who
had gofie'before, those giants of environmental
protection and those that cared and continued the
good fight.

The success of the Waitakere Ranges Heritage Act,
which was passed by one vote on the flogr of the
House of Representatives, was a triumph for the

west Auckland community and for New Zealand. I
acknowledged in law the outstanding values of the
west coast and the Ranges. Without the support

of John Edgar of the Waitakere Ranges Protection
Society end Gary Taylor of the Environmental Defence
Society, who brought wisdom and common sence to
the table, we would not have succeeded Both these
organisations have had moere than two decades of
successful negotiations and legal battles, often
against enormous odds. | can't thank them encugh

Now in the 21st century, the enviranmental issge:
asimportant as ever. The threats to the coast
settlements and landscape are real and inpe Wwav 1S
the threat any less.

This guide is timely and much needed. It 18 8 oredit

to those who have given freely of thew kiwledgn
and wisdom in setting out the legal status and vwhat
is required to maintain the balancs hztween the
environment and the needs of New Zealand's coastal
development. This is a document of leadership

and judgment and | hope it finds an audience ihat
appreciates what we have how preciais i 1s. and that
if lost or destroyed it is gone forever

Sir Bob Harvey QS0 JP
Karekare

PREFACE

New Zealand is an assemblage of islands deepinthe
South Pacific Ocean. It is a coastal country and we ai
cozstal people. The coast is a big part of our nationz
identity. We are proud of it, and cherish it and rightl
our place has some of the best coastlines in the worl

The Environmental Defence Society has 2 long anc
proud history of involvement in coastal advocacy,

stretching back to the 1970s. Things were simpler
then. The chatlenge was to stop bad davelopment

through the courts. And we did that.

The magnificent white sand beach at Karikar, in the
Far Nortn, was saved from a gress Surfers Paradise-
style outcome, after several court challenges. The
coast of the Coromandel Peninsula was a regular
battleground as developers sought to convert coast
farms to settlements, with results of varying quality
An aluminium smelter was proposed on the coast

at Aramoana, north of Dunedin, threatening a small
settlement and important wildlife habitats. The proj
was withdrawn in the face of widespread oppositicn

EDS itigated, won many cases and lost some.

Then came the reforms of #e late 1980s that creat.
the Department of Conservation and Ministry for
the Envirenment. In 1991 the Resource Managemen!
Act was passed and the cencept of sustainable




PREFACE

New Zealand is an assemblage of 1slands deep inthe
South Pacific Ocean. It is a coastal country and we are
coastal people. The coast is a big part of our national
identity. We are proud of it, and cherish it, and rightly so:
our place has some of the hest coastlings ™ the world.

The Envirenmental Defence Society has a long and
proud history of involvement in coastal advocacy,
stretching back to the 18/0s. Things were simpler
then. The challenge was to stop bad development
through the courts. And we did that.

The magnificent white sand beach at Karikarl, in the
Far North, was saved from a gross Surfers Paradise-
style outcome, after several court challenges. The
cozst of the Coromandel Peninsula was a regular
battleground as developers sought ta convert coastal
farms to settlements, with results of varying quality.
An aluminium smelter was proposed on the coast

at Aramaang, nerth of Dunedin, threatening a small
settlement and important wildlife habitats. The project
was withdrawn in the face of widespread opposition.

EDS litigated, won many cases and lost some.

Then came the refarms of the late 1980s that created
the Department of Censervation and Ministry for

the Envirenment. In 1991 the Resource Management
Act was passed and the concept of sustainable

management Nad legal Torce in New Zealand. Coastal
development became more complicated as we got to
grips with the new legal and administrative framewark.

In 1994 this new framework led to the New Zezland
Ceastal Policy Statement, which sought te provide
naticnal directicn for coastal management Councils
developed new policies and plans for the coast. The idea
was to protect wild, undeveloped areas of coastline and
to concentrate development in places that had already
Been compromised. Surveys cf coastal landscapes
helped identify priarity areas for protection.

It sort of worked, but in a limited way. Some of the
new plans looked good on paper, others did nat, and
exceptions were often made.

Around the beginning of the Z1st century, a new breed
of developers emerged. They had more capital and a
personal commitment to doing it right. Consultation
and negetiationwith interest groups like EDS became
the norm, rather thar slugging it aut in the courts.

Development approvals carried substantial mitigation
obligations, like native forest restoration and
landscaping. Environmental compensation was often
offered rather than extracted. Ridgelines were out of
bounds. Mountain Landing and Cmarine in Northland
exemplify the new approach.

A new Coastal Policy Statement emerged in 2010,
EDS put a lot of effort [nto that process. We
presented extensive submissions and expert evidence
to the Board of lnguiry. The new document provides
more direction and certainty than the 1994 versian,
although case law is still evolving.

When the New Zealand ecanomy has truly recovered
fromthe global financia! crisis we can expect a

new development push on the coast, so Caring

for our Coast: an E0S Guide to monaging coastal
development is timely. [t showcases the best and the
worst, rural and urban. The Guide distills all of our
experience, together with that of the many experts
who contributed, into & how to do it well manual for
coastal management,

It's pictorial, it's relatively short and it's extremely
readable and user-friendly. It charts a better way for
the future of New Zealand's coasts. We hope it will
make a difference.

Actually, we hope it will make a big difference.
Gary Taylor QSO

Chairman
Environmental Defence Society

Hauraki auir
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