RLPORT O3 ELilaTANGI JUSH

flats in the Himatanzi Flock zbout 3 miles USY of Rangioutu and 6 miles from Toxzion.

Hinatangl bush is a remnant of a ruch larger forest vhich blonketed dunes cnd

The forest developed on soils of the third dune - building phase described by
J.D. Cowie (W.Z. J. Geol. & Geophysies §: 268, 1963). It is estimated that tiheso .
dunes were stabilized 2,000 +o 4,000 years ago. At the western extrerdity the forest
spreads on to dunes of a mors recent rhase (Cunes fixed 500 to 1000 years ago).

This -bush ig of particular scientific interest becivse it is thz only place
between the Manawaiu and Renzgitilel {and pes3ibly in the whole of the Vestern
wellington sand country) where any of the native dune vegetatlion of these ages remninaz.
Dvan at the tirme of pakeha settlemant dune fprest wes rere and it is remarkable that
any n=s parsisted to this day. The flats which the Himatznsgi bush coverg sre
asscciated with the third dune building phase and it is only in the Rcund Bush regayvs
thet orizincl vegetation of this class of sbil suill remaing. The dobed sequence of
soils cnd of vegetation on dumes and flats provides an cuistanding opportunity io
gtvrdy the proceases of soil Tormation. Vegetation is one of the fictrrs siving the
goila: their peculiarities snd it is important to know as wmuch ag noesible about the
origiral vegetation and to preserve representative samples for fuiure study.

Himetangi bush, thouszh wodified, is typical of sone such vegsztatioa tut, with the
formetion of new roads and subdivision of lznd, the bush is unlikely o remain ifor
LAany mera yeard.

Apart from this valve the bush has considerable scenic merit snd from a hizh duns
at its vestern extremity tliere i3 an unsguelled pancrana of trhe Lenswetu lowlands end
hilis,

The bush including its numerous scatiered frecuerts, cuvars chout 150 acres.
tos%t of the area is in a single elongated irregular block {illing et inter-duns flats
and exiending almest %o the crests of the drrea on the northern tnd western mar;ins.
Uahikatss vas milled from the flats during the Doprescion snd in wost of the ontlying
remnenis vicorous, and almost rure stands ol lelidlvnea have develsped. In the main
section of the bush pukotsa is dominent., [uch of the origical wm-dcerZiorey has bteen
Gzzireyed by cattle =nd supplejack has talien its place. Hovwever, w=ay 3pecies are
revresented, some by only a fer individuals but regenervition of undersiorey in this
t:re of forest is very rapid whea profszcied by Ifrrneing.

the Cuane forest is of particular interest. Iisuy tree srncies maie up the
cancpy - among them tewa, titoki, mshoe, rewsrzra, ngalo, mapou, keilomako, hinwu,
lancewood, pigeonweood, alkeake {Dodonaea), kowhzl, Lohvhu end ranuka. The understorer
i3 not dense but quite varied. It contains Covrgams rhaumpeices, C. ctassifolia,

mingimingd (Cyathodes) Yelicops simplex and a native broom, Tieze are mostly plonts
unpzlatable to liveatock and therefore not fully representciive of the criginal shrub
laysr. Tiae ground is everyvhere covered by the native -rass 0 liswonus, end spaller

ouautities of N.2. ricegrass and some ferns.

Eimatangi bush contains at least 120 swpecies of native placts. They inclvds
15 trees, 15 vines, 31 shruba, 27 fzrns, 20 yresses, sedges, orchids and other rono-
cotyledons, 12 herbacedus dicotyledons and 27 ferns, It is vosaible that with further
examinetion the list will exceed 130.
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As this bush lies in a rezion whers notive treea aro a rare e
iz worth,

ézcape it warrents preservetion for its cesthetie and scientid
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