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Wanganui Department of Conservation advisory scientist Colin Ogle (left) and conservation
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officer Bob Halsey inspect a flax plant which cattle have eaten.

Dune destruction concerns

The destruction of dune vegetation along:

Wanganui’s coastline is concerning Depart-
ment of Conservation staff.

About 250 hectares of dunes on the west
bank of the Whangaehu River mouth have been
formally protected as a scientific reserve
since 1991, but cattle from neighbouring farms
are continuing to get into the reserve where
they trample the dunes and wetlands, eat the
native vegetation and spread weeds.

Cattle are not the only problem the Con-
servation Department has to deal with — the
public is also a concern.

The reserve is bordered by Harakeke
Forest, Justice Department land, private farm-
land and the Whangaehu River.

Conservation officer Bob Halsey said the
public helped push the cattle on to the reserve
while driving through the forest and off-road
vehicles being driven over the dunes also con-
tributed to erosion in the area.

Wanganui's regional advisory scientist for
DoC Colin Ogle said the reserve was one of the
biggest and best dune reserves in the country.

“"There is nothing as big in such a natural
state,” he said.

“*Among the plants which grow here are four
threatened native plants.”

The plants are scbaea ovata, a yellow-
flowered relation of gentians, sand pimelea (or

sand daphne) sand iris and mazus novaezeelan-
diae, a creeping herb with comparatively large
white flowers and related to garden snapdra-
gons.

“The reserve’s populations of sand iris and
mazue are almost certainly the largest in the
North Island,” Mr Ogle said.

Under the Reserves Act, the department has
the right to hold any stock it finds on the re-
serve and to have them destroyed if the owners
do not claim them after two weeks.

Mr Halsey said letters had been sent to the
cattle owners asking them to remove the stock
from the reserve.

“We are going to take 2 much harder line
from now on,” he said.

“The land is set aside as reserves and cattle
are not compatible with reserves.”

Mr Ogle said the department regarded the
dunes as “an extremely important reserve".

Bordering the scientific reserve is a scenic
reserve which cattle frequently graze.

Mr Halsey said the department also planned
to stop the cattle grazing on the scenic reserve
but its priority was the scientific reserve be-
cause much of the scenic reserve had already
been turned into pasture by the cattle.

“Stopping cattle grazing in the scenic re-
serve would help stop them from going into the
scientific reserve,” he said.




