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John Dalrymple Willis
v

_SSéh 130 Victoria Avenue, Palmerston North TELEPHONE: 77335 PN
Lake Koputara, Wylies Road, Himatangi
£ INSPECTED: 14/3/84 BY: FET Suckling WITH : J D Willis

JATIATED BY: J D Willis
.OCATIU&: Lake Koputara; Himatangi

DESCRIPTION OF WHOLE PROPERTY: (40.8717 ha)

Approximately 24.5 ha. of lake and swamp and 16.3 ha. of rolling sand dunes,
also including almost 1.5 km of access road, fenced both sides, from Wylies
Road to the lake (see survey plan)

DESCRIPTION OF AREA TO BE COVENANTED: (40.8717 ha)

The whole area of 40.8717 ha described above with the proviso that -a small
portion of land on the south west side behind a row of pines (see aerial
photo) be reserved for farestry or farming some time in the future. Another
emall area east of the access causeway could also be farmed or planted.

PURPOSE OF COVENANT: To preserve a wildlife habitat for all time. Already

a heavy drainage programme initiated by adjacent farmers and executed by

the Manawatu Catchment Board has drastically lowered lake levels. This action
was taken without Mr willis' sanction.

SPECIAL CONDITIONS: This over drainage has endangered the existence of a

very valuable wildlife refuge. Nearby bare sand dunes partly activated by
over drainage are advancing rapidly towards the -lake. Urgent sand dunme control
is required, by planting marram spinifex or pines. A pine plantation on

the land already specified by Mr Willis would assist in protecting the lake.

FENCING: The lake is completely ring fenced with a 7-wire (1 barb,é plain)
with 5 posts per 20 metres and battens. this fence is almost completed with
only the battens to be stapled on. Battens are on hand. Excellent new fence.

WEEDS AND WILD ANIMALS: Lupin, as 1s common on sand country, however, this
plant forms a good cover for wildlife, pheasant, quail etc, and stops sand
blow.

PUBLIC ACCESS: Good road (metal) from Wylies Road to the lakes . Access
would be with Willis' permission.

EFFECT OF OTHER LEGISLATION: Nil

KNOWN THREATS TO LAND: Over drainage by the Catchment Board without
Dr willis' sancticn.

RELATIONSHIP WITH SURROUNDING AREA: A very desirable area to be preserved
as a wildlife habitat.

PRIORITY IN TERMS OF TRUST GUIDELINES: HIgh

CONCLUSIONS: A very unspoiled area of swamp, lake and sand dunes on which
no animals are grazed. A covenant could be arranged at little cost to Trust.




‘;;

NDATION: That a ‘covenant be granted as.soon as practicable and that
rts be made by the Trust to retain at least some of the drainage water
raise the lake level to a more satisfactory height.

: e |
“he erection of a weir across the crhain would give control during dry periods.
sF0 P R LISSAMAN: I agree a covemant should be offered in principle, to assure
the owner the Trust is enthusiastic about this covenant. The Trust and owner

to approach the Manawatu Catchment Board for an estimate and possibly finance
to construct the necessary protection warks.

XXX RECOMMENDATION TO BOARD:

1. Offer a covenant in principle.

2. Discuss with the owner and Catchment Board the cost and finmancing of
necessary works.

APPENDIX:

Tenure: Freehold
Survey Desc: Part Sect 321 Lot 1 DP 18813 BLK IV

County: Manawatu
Mortgagees: Nil

Definition: Survey No. 5408 17/4/73
1:2000

ferial Photos taken in 1953 and again in 1975 show the effect of over drainage
on the lake levels.
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