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A R3COinU ! SS.\l'.G2 OF ·:1:.REHOU P .'.., 1.L'..K.-UU 

by J . '.7. Brodie 

: .ii:; note reco:c-..ls the r e sults of a reconnaiss..l.."1.ce rude in 1957 and 1958 by 
._trtin Hill and. the writer, of t he ·;rell preserved renuins of a srru.11 fortified 
: 1 L':'l the ·:1estern h~dLmd of Owh:l.riu ""3:.iy , '.iellington, overlook1ne tb small 
.:_::-kn t...Ltion knovm as './..ir ehou Bay. (Grid reference N160 , 269305) . The e::istence 
.n' tnis po. has been briefly iaentioned by ;:cLeod in Bes t (1919), Davis (1959), 
. . nd. u.<nie 1 s ( 1960) . 

'l'he p..1. is loc:ited on o. ru.rro\7 head.l.:md projectir.rg to the north. The site is 
1·c1~1.1•n·ed secure on the convergi.nc; e.1stern and >1estarn s ides by steep co:i.stal 
d i 1'fs up to 100ft. hizh. The e:istern cliff iS l ocated on a fa.ult zone J.Dd is 
i n p1rts further oversteepa ned bec:i.use of' this. 

0bv"i.ou::i re=ins of defensi ve v10rks 3.re restricted to a ditc h and bo.nk backed by 
~ terrl:l.ce ·.-1hich formerly car::·ied a he..l.vy palisade , the post holes of •.7hich, ..l.l1d 
in some insto.nces the post-butts, are still ext.J.nt . The ditch and palisade 
extended east-\-rest 1'.rom cliff to cliff, and enclosed s. Sl!Ull tri.J..ngul.3.r t;err.i.~:i 
-lreo.. The p.ilisad.e was approached by a zigzo.g patlmay up the steep southe:n 
slope . 

?urther exc.ivation has since been carried out by the ;'/elli.ngton Ar chaeological 
Society and i s reported else\7here (in this issue). 

In at least four positions on the coastal ridge to the socth, groups of t erraces 
:i.re found on the sheltered southeast-facing sides of minor spurs. These exter.d 
from the pa site southviards for about a mile . :Extensive middens are found on the 
V1lley floor of Warehou Bay s trea.11 imrr.edia tely belo71 the p-1 . F'.alf a mile to the 
e1s t i s the lone-occupied vililge site 3. t 0.71'.:.iriu BJ.y. 
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A survey -.-;as ::ode of t::e p..i ( f:i_z . 1) iI1.d. one o:' t:ie !'CS t hole depressio1:.s of ti:e 
£"'.:rin palisade ·11:1.s excavated. Digging revealeu 9. hol e 5 1 611 deep and 12" in 
::l.i.lr;J.ete r over tile bottom t-.-ro fe<?t , here cont::i.inin; a sector of ~est occt:pyir_; 
or.e side o: t::':"! hole . :':'le -:rood ;7.l:; kind ly i.J:'l..dentif'ied by the Fo:-est a e search 
Institute as tot.an . The ~ple sr.owed 90 .ll1Ilt'.'.ll. rings . It couJ::l. be jt:.tl,;:ec! tLt 
;::-:ist of thE. ori;:ir.3.l tzunk: had been utilized though o.n cute:- 2 i nches !!13.Y r..ive 
teen lost by tri=L"lg or subse~uent dec.:i.y. i'nere 2-re 20 riri.gs per :nch on t;;~. 
aver age . -~ saraple free fro.:i roots ind f'ur.<,;us , ce!!trei.J:'l..g around tile 60th r.._r1..c .O:rc:.: 
t !-.e present outer :mrfs.ce ·:ias selected. The; ?er-i od of grornh subse~ent to ~ri:: 
ring i s thus not les s than 60 y e ,irs .l.l1d is p ~rl:ups as much ~s 1CO years. 0 14 
"-"!.'.llysis k.i.nc:J..y furnished by i7uclel:l.r Sciences Institute eeta.blisi:les its ".:!.ge " -:.. ::; 
310 :!: 60 years before 1950 (.?er::;uson .:i.nd Ib.f'ter 1959) . 

T'ne "age" J10 :t <.)O ye:u-s £'or the ::;xr:pL: .:!e1r.s that there ..:.re 2 ci'.ar.ces L'1 3 t!i..J.'C 
tJ-,e "-6e lies b~t-,..-e~n 250 .lnd 370 ye.u-s tefore 1950 (and a 95 per cent cmnce ti~t 
it is "::let".7e-;n 1?.0 .:u:d !..30 i·ean before 1950) • . Jansen (1962) li..'.':.s pointed out t<:·.t 
absolute tree ri.J:'l.g; d..;.tes and 'l .'.+0 .J..::.tes i.1dicate the pos;;;ibility of changes in the 
1tr::osphe:;.:io 1.'.ie specific activity .. .-:.th time. This may uean, 3.S indicated by his 
table, tr.at a 14c d.3.te of 1620 ..• D. has to have 20 years subtracted giving a 
corrected date of 1600 -~· D. , 1740 . .:... D. similsrly becc..n:i.ng 1700 .\. D. 
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There ia therefore a. 2 in 3 chazlce that tbe date of cuttillg tbe tree (a.od 
presumably of erecting it a.s a post) coul.d be as early a..s 1630 A.D. a.od as late 
as Jl§.2 A.D. TM average year is a.pproxi.matel.y 1715. Little can be deduced 
f'rom the preservation of the timber. There a.re loca.l stories that some of the 
posts survived into European times. Twenty years ago substantial remains of post 
butts existed just below ground level, dJ'ld have sensibly decreased in size since 
then. If a:n:r loss of material f'rom the circumferenti..al surface of the specimen 
has occured, then the age would be correspoIJliogly les.sened. 

On a hut terrace on the western side a trench through the very sha.l.l.o'l"1 powdery 
grey soil revealed shells and flint and obsidian flakes, finnly embedded at a depth 
of 3 to 4 inches near the base of tile soil. 14c measurements on paua and other 
molluscan shell f'ragments gave an age of less than 16o years, that is the shell 
is "modern". 

The palisade foxins a.n integral part of the earth\'IOrk defences. Their construction 
( or repair ) could have taken place around 1630. The radiocarbon dates may be 
compared with the traditional chronology. .\.t this p?riod the influence of Ngai 
Tara was still dominant in the ".'fellillgton Peninsula (Best 191&). Equally, 
construction could have taken pl.d.ce at 8IJY time through the median date 1715 to 
1765. N1:ati Ira influence increased from the beginning 9f the 1Eth Century 
onwards and late cons t ruc1;ion might best be attributed to their activity. 
Certainly Owhariu Bay 'l'Jas one place at which Nga ti Ira and r;ga ti ..\.-..a came into 
conflict in 1825- 26 (Best 1918c) . If the association of late date and Ngai Tar.i. 
construction is preferred (cf .ldkin, 1910) then in this north-west coastal area 

,. 

.. 

of '.'lellington Peninsula the buHding of strong defensiV!: posts continued. later • 
than has been implied for the l iiramar Peninsul3. area (Best, 1917). The north 
facing position of Warehou ll8. (a , more localized name '1hich seecs preferable to 
''Liakara" . It is a European-given name, from the large nucbers of 77a.rehou that 
were caught in the bay) a.od of the very similar spur-end pa between the s treama 
entering the eastern side of Te Ika. a Maru Bay three miles south both ry;,rl'.Jlaild 
strategic dUlOe landing places, that might have furnished oases or access to 
l.~uaupoko or other northern invaders. 

The second pa on the western side of the bead of Te Ika. a llani. Bay bas a :oore 
collllla.J'lding but less secure situation~ and is supported by more massive earthworks. 
There is no record in the literature or on maps tba t the warehou site was occupied 
~t s.ll by Nga.ti Awa. By am.logy with other loca.lities occupied by them in the 
ilellington area such an event is unli.kely. 

However the shell date shawa that Nga.ti Ira me.y have utilized the site up to the 
invasion of Ngapuhi in 1820, and their defeat by Hgati Awa in 1825-26. 
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W.~ ARCHAEOLOGICAL GROUP 

Tbe 'Nangarnd Uchaeological. Group establl.shed under the auspices ot the ',Vai:igarni 
Public Museum has been f'unctioning actively siDce April, 1960 uni.er the Cla:irmln
ship of ~.tr '.V.E. Jagger. The present Secretary is Mr A.J. Bamdster. The Group 
bas 26 senior a:od. 13 junior members, with subscription rates of 10/- and 5/
respectivel.y. Tbe Group has Institutional Membership with the New Zee.land 
Archa.eologica.1 .A5soc:ia. tion. 

Field days are held perhaps six to nine times a year, nth ~ an equal. nm:ibe:
of evening meetings when the last Field Day ia reviewed aDi the cert one planned 
and discussed, fol.lowed wherever possible by a speaker or a short prog:raime of 
f'il:ns. Attendances have not been very good~ and it has been let't to a hard core 
of enthu!dasts to carry on. The 'i'Taziganui d.Utrict abowids in sites ot a.rchaeo
logica.1 interest, pa.rticularl.y the hill and ridge-top pa; Tbe Group teel.s that 
la.rge-sca.1e ex.ca.vati.ocs would be beyond their capabilities at present, even if 
desirable, and it is there.fore con:::entrati.ng on invest:iga.tiona of sites, collection 
o"f hi.story, and the recordiDg of sites; with the odd dig whenever a:ay'tb:illg 
promising ia encountered. Tbe stage ha3 DOW been reached where the siteS"rlsited 
and re-visited duriDg the la.st year or two an being recorded under the "Site 
Reoord.i.zl8" scheme of the N.Z.A.A. 

Although the work ot the Group has not been spectacular, :it is t'e1t that a. fiDD 
f'oulldati.on bas been laid, ~ experience gained which should be an aid to tuture 
a.cti vi ties. 




