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At present the Society suffers t'rom a. lack of members with a. wide la:lawledge of 
archaeolog ical. techniques. This has thrown the burden of organization on the 
f ew e>..--perienced members. The great need at present is for tr.rining, ani a start 
has been me.de this year in the excavations at 7Taitotara and Uakara., and in the 
monthly field days. Site recording is the most valuable activity for the Society 
at the moment. The Society h!!.s not the resources to attempt ambitious exca:v:itio r:z 
at this stage, but a sma.J.l one every year or so should be a fair target to aim a t. 

A start in the accumulation of equipment was made with Colin Sma.rt's ge.cerous 
domtion of all the equipment bought for the excavations at Ta.rat.a. In addition, 
the Society •:6.s fortunate, through the good offices of the National Historic 
Pla ces Trust, in securing the loan of tents and cooking equipment f'rom the .'umy 
f or the T1r.l.ta excavation. The Dominion :Juseum has very kindly agreed to store 
the Society's gear. 

This S\JlIJller the Society hopes to bold a three-weeks camp at Te Ika.-a-1.taru Bay. 
Tr is is an area quite unusual in the '.'fellington vie ini ty. It contains tio po. 
in close proxi.'nity, and large midden ani occupation areas with a wide variety 
of field evider.ce. It is only a.bout tnenty miles from l'fellington, but i..s 
sufficiently isolat ed to be unspoiled and relatively unkDown. 

The sU11111er camp will be only partly an excavtion. A cor.centra ted effort will be 
mde to survey and record all sites in the area of the bay. In this wa..y it should 
be possible to relate the f'iJidings of the excavation to their wider context, ~ 
to provide a basia for an examination of the nearby but neglected south coa.st of 
Wel.l.illgton. 

bJ' Colin D. Smart 

The Paremata sand fiats ha?e lcng been a fa.vourite eollocting gt"OlJDd fer local 
"pothunten". Artifacts representing a wide range of culture variation occur in 
privata or mu.seem col.l.ectioca, or have figured in publicatians. The wiclely 
kna:m midden deposits scattered over the area. were thought, hm9ever-, to have been 
badly disturbed, l.argely by military activity, and cana~tly, imlike]J to 
prow of value to the arcba.ealogist. The recent find of "a. fragcent of moa bone 
on a. piece of china pl.ate" serves to illu:strate thia point. 

Further destruction of this site within the la.st tflfl months, l~ to the di.Bcov
ery by !!ess.."'"S E.D. Sinclair and C.P. Leonard, of a.keutal remains fomed:iately 
bela;r the newl7 exposed surface. Two burials were oxamined in, part, alld on.e 
of these (of a. child) provided units of a Dental.i1n shell necklace. The daoation 
ot this material to the Dccinian 'k'useum pra:ipted the investigations described 
belO"OT. 

A 10f't x 10f't sample square was placed so a:s to include oae burial, the adult, 
and the square ";7'3.S excavated in two halves on November 1st and 3rd, with the 
a:ssistanca {..-hi.ch I gratef'ulJ.7 ackna>7lcdge) of Betty Richardson, Maureen 
O'Rourke, and l.:essrs E.D. Sinc1air, P,C. Leonard and Y.G. Hitchings. The 
square exte:ded. 0>.it of the disturbed area into deposits which proved to be un
disturbed. 
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Blm.'fttic:in, in ai.Mrahl.e wu.ther, rnulocl d.opmj.ta or 'IDliaturbecl occup&tian. 
d.ebria and thne (?} bllrlal.a. ~ atratigraphio aequmoe ~ t'i.'919 ~. 

S. SOIL L&Da: 

.l wrr 1.1.Ft md u.nd.Y •oil (3·~·) or reomrt a:dgin. supparta .. rich growth 
or aru• in areaa not ao rar diaturbed. 'fhe ma.tcial 1'90C1ftlX'od trca tbe 
bottCD of thia ].._,-er prot>.bly bel.ariga in time to tbe laifu' beDe&th• and in
ol.mea a. boraeahoo, cha.in link, aqua.re nail.a, m-o.m bottle glau. ataae
ware aberd.a aDl brick trapenta, &a wall ... cut b<llle tr.pents including 
abeep. 

,.,. SBl[l, LlD!B.: 

.l cl9posit ot looee, elem and well broken abell ma.teri&l, containing a 
little earth aDl clMD aand. 'Ille ~ i.a t'rca 3•-5• thick with a. &lightly 
UD:lul&ting llur:'ace. nu.a typo ot ab.ell material. i.a round m beacb.es a.a a. 
natural deposit, but i.a not •DAturally d.epC1Sited.• in ita preaent pCISitic:m.. 
Bather, it baa been. redepoeited by man and waa ~ obtained trcm nearl>7. 
W1 thiD thia ma.teri&l were ataaeware aberds 1dentica1 Tith those in Layer 5 , 
brick tragnenta , a. b1mian molar and aoveral bcme ~. 'lbetber tbeae 
arti.taqta, and tboae reCOft?"ed tran Layer 5 bel..aag to early European or 
·~~tacted· Kaari, i.a not clear. 

PCSTHCUS: 

... Nries ot 14. a:1roul.ar poatholea about 1+·-5· in cliameter am up to 14• deep 
below the top ot ~ 4., run in an irregular line dia.gcllall..y a.c:roas the 
S.L ~t ot the aquare. Sbell and earth fill the holes and aun-oaDd 
the t"rasnenta ot wood. rouz:aa in two bolea, am a.t l..at the top part ot thia • 
t'lll ocntaina the brobm abell ma.terial. ot Layer 4.. 'l'he postholes appear 

C.# . S. 

~ arig:l.nate within~ .i.., clear~ penetrate~ J cad cleaoem into the 
a... or~ 2, the m:mer~ burial• .na. into the nataral.. 

3. ax:oP.ll'ICK I..&Da: 

... black~. i..•-61' t.ld.ok. OC1:1ta1n1ng qaazxHties or aball., 'bCIDe cd stane. 
!be a.po.it pnlbably' spread unil~ Oft1" tbe eutire aqaare until a. bull
c!oaer J'mOTed a fflff in.c:bea cmsr lhout two thirds or the aqaare. This layer 
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was the moat productive encountered. Stans obJecta 1.nclude- a.pieca ~ 
aandatone grinder; a chip of a poH shed, sharp-cornered &du ill b&ked 
argi.llite; small fialces of obsidian, sane with signs of rnge or retOl!Jchfng; 
fiakes ot greywa.clce, limestone and flint; &lld quanU ties ot bro1om grey
wa.clce oven atones. Shelltis.h remains include species f'raD the tidal fiats 
(Amphibola, Caninella, AmphideSZI:a), tran the rock;y abare (Lunella, ~. 
Cellana, Haliotis) az:id. f'raD the coa.stal beach (Alcithoe, Struthiolaria, 
Baryspira). The larger species f'raD the tidal fiats and rock;}r shore pre
dCl:lllllate. Bones of fish (inclu:iing snapper), birds (incluiing moa. and 
several smaller birds) and maamals (including sea.l and dog) have not yet 
bc~n rully identti"ied. A broken point limb ot a fish-hook, and a. small 
piece of pointed bone ccmplete the list. Tb.is a.sseaibla.ge does not appear 
distinctive of aey particular phase of culture, although the prese~ of a 
considerable amount of moa. bone f"ragDJents could suggest a.n early da.te ot 
occup&tion. 

2. CCCUPATICN LAYm: 

A. l.a.yer ot black sand oonta.ining only s:n.all amounts ot occupation debris 
but with a. amall amount ot gravel spread unevenly through the sand. The 
l~r is 2"-4" thick for the most part, but deepens to 7" in the oven:s 
along the southern edge of the square. These ovens, cut into the natural , 
are ahallow with fairly na.t bottan.s, a.re "lined" with a solid charcoal 
deposit and contain a. lll&5S of large and broken greywa.clce cookin6 stones. 
Cl>sidie.n fie.lees, pi.mice, f ishbane, :a:oa bone (inclu:iing a. vertebra and a 
very large limb f"ragDJent), small bird bones, sea.l and dog banes were recov
ered in the layer. Two fish-hook points f'raD two-piece hooks provide the 
only true artifacts. Yoa a."ld. seal bCl::les were t'ouod witbin the oven, a.gain 
suggesting an early date ot occupatioo. 

1. BtlRIALS: 

The burla.l to which the skull recovered by E.D. Sinclair belongs, appeared 
below !eyer 2 . A shallow grave measuring about 4.f't long by 16" across by 
8" deep, contained a skeleton face downards , ums by its sides, with the 
legs broken at mid-thigh and shins, e:cd t;he ankles and feet placed behind 
the pelvis. No s i gns. of the missing leg sections appeared in the grave, 
but a. missing a.stragulus and one patella were recovered f'raD the layer 
above. Burial probably took place 1.<<me time after death. The yellow-brown 
gravel material filling the sra.ve contained a. few fish, moa and sea1 bone 
f"ragnents. Two similar patches 0£ gravel, probably representing burials, 
were seen close to the excavated grave. These burials clearly pre-date the 
ooeupa.tion I.eyer 2. 

NATIJRAL: 

Sane 6." ot olean yellow aand, containing oocasiooal. abell t'ra~nts, over
lies a clean yellow gravel. Both ovens and burials, a.s well ~ several 
postholes, penetrate the top of the gravel layer. 

This investigation shows the site to be the most pranisiLg so tar encotmtered 
in the Wellington District. The enviJ.·onr.ient of the Porirua e.nd Paua:tah.anui 
Harbours, as weJ.l a.s Paremato. and the Whitireia peninsula at the harbour 
entrance , of'!"ers a most attrr..ctive fielC. far s~. Much of the evidence bas 
already been destroyed, s <Xne {including Parei:iata.) is being destroyed now, while 
f'urther areas (notably the i'lhi.tireia peninsula) are scheduled tar f'utu:"e 
destruction by subdivision tar housing. With ao much al.rf'a.dy lost in the 
Wellington District, it is obvious that tbe Paremata-Porirua area bas a prier 
claim to aey investigations can-i.ed out in the near t'uture. 
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